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We salute your 'FEELINGS' for 'SeM’
on 25th May, 2008

"Jay Gujarati"

Ratilal Chandaria, e-mail: <rpchandaria@comcraft.com=>
Balvant Patel, e-mail: <patel.balvant@gmail.com=>
Uttam Gajjar, e-mail: <uttamgajjar@hotmail.com=>

July 13, 2008

1. Pravin Patel wrote:

Sent: Friday, May 23, 2008 8:37 AM

To: uttamgajjar@gmail.com

Cc: rpchandaria@comcraft.com ; patel.balvant@gmail.com
Subject: Re: 'Sunday eMahefil'-155-Third Year-May 25, 2008

Dear Ratibhai/Uttambhai/Balvantbhai:

It is said that end is written before the start,

I, however, enjoyed SM from the start and am happy the way it ends. | would
miss, but at the same would cherish the things served all along on the plate.

Love, principle, dedication, and visualization were the driving force of the SM,
and all those who kept it moving as | know were young at heart. It would not be
improper to congratulate you and your team.

Again, where there is an end, there is new beginning. I am hopeful, and
believe that there is a silver lining somewhere ahead.

SOMEWHERE, SOMEHING, for sure is doing to happen, and soon | would
see THAT on my computer screen.

| wish you all a good health and happiness rest of life.

BE THE PEACE WITH YOU.

Truly yours,

Pravin Patel 'Shashi'-USA

2. Mahendra Shah wrote:

Friends: If you know about Sunday E Mabhefil, | need not need to explain it. If you don't
know, this attached SEM # 155 will explain everything to you. SEM meant a lot to
me, .( and of course to all other readers too) | don't have any words for SEM and it's



team for it's "Veeram™ . To me it's like a Viday of a daughter to her Sasural by a father . It
is not one of the " Happiest moment"” of my life for me, but that's life! Let's hope for the
best. Only thing, | can tell is SEM gave me encouragement, appreciation, and a

platform to uplift my cartooning skill. . Here is a priceless gift | rec'd from SEM a "
RasDarshan™ to one of my cartoon.( see attachment ) Thanks a lot, VVadeel Sri. Ratikaka,
Uttambhai, Balvantbhai, Harnishbhai & all SEM family members.

With regards.
Mahendra Shah-USA

3. Dhirajlal Parikh wrote :

I share my sentiments with Mahendrabhai.

I will miss this a lot. It has been a constant comapnion for me. --Dhirajlal Parekh

4. Kirit C. Daftary wrote:

Great Job, we love you all. You made e-mail interesting to read. But,
alas!. Now same old same, junk and spam mail to put up with.

Mahendrabhai, BETA still can’t come back home because you forgot their
favorite SUBWAY........... Most gujjus like it because it is Vegetarian,
tasty and healthy!

With best wishes and Regards,

Kirit C. Daftary-USA

5. Jay Vyas wrote :

This is a BIG disappointment ..i am sure you know the REAL reason ,...i dont .
can you think of taking over this ?? can do commercially , not for money but ..for
network .. i can find an investor for this ..but we need osmeone like you

think about it ..

i ma in canada this week ..will be back in us monday afternoon

keep in touch
jagdish vyas

6. Kanak Raval wrote:

A3 HAGE ol YA A el ol dMa UL B.
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7. Shailly VVaishnavi wrote:
great loss to me  dr.niloo vaishnav
--Shailly Vaishnavi

8. Suresh Jani wrote-

I am shocked.
Ul WLAiel Hal Al ool udlAl. uel euss Yollad wesoll ecls vicuedl
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9. Sunil Shah wrote-
cASLAL GlHeuss,
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10. Rajendra Trivedi, M.D. wrote:

We wish you stay connected.
As a Team You have done a great work.
Regards

Geeta + Rajendra and Trivedi Parivar

11. Mahesh Naik wrote

It is really more painful to read about SEM, | can not imagine my friday with
out getting email from SEM team, it is simply selfless effort by Shri
Ratikaka, Shri Balvantbhai, Shri Uttambhai along with friends like you,
It is GREAT to be associated with ALL of YOU. Thanking you once again to e
veryone associated with the SEM team.
Mahesh Naik

12. Dharnidhar Thakor wrote:

Hiollel2d Y. GAMeus,

sA0 &2l sNA all vl U, UG U Ade{l Acltal [Relctal W2 1Sl
U 518 o€l otell..

89 2 AYdlal (B¢l vyl U dgRA v Al yejal Yol
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13. Leena Shah wrote:

Dear Sir,
since last one week i had started to read ur sundayemahefil.really its very nice to read. if i
want to subscribed ur sunday e mahefil liteature or i want to bcome a user of ur regular



updt. then wats a procedure let me knw
once again really very nice article & also plz start some educational articals also

with regds
leena shah
mumbai-maharashtra

14. Poonam Krishnani wrote:
Dear Uttam Uncle,

I use to wait for Saturday to read Sunday eMahefil and use to read without fail. It is sad
to read that today is the last eMahefil. However its true that it need more attention and
devotion of time and due to that social life and other work may disturb.

You are more experience than me but still would like to give you one suggestion that
instead of discontinuing it you can develop it as month;y magazine after talking a small
break (Please take a small break as i love to receive and read again in my Inbox)

I apologies for not giving my feedback of Sunday eMahefil, i really sorry for that and
appreciate for initiative for Gujarati language development.

Regards,
Poonam Krishnani-

15. Prakash Modi wrote:

It is a sad news that the Sunday E-mehefil is winding up! I hope and wish that this should
continue. | can understand the reasoning but I suggest it can be made into fortnightly or
monthly and can continue serving readers as well as be in touch.

I may mention that in my case, | do read the magazines mentioned in the e-mehfil
because of its contents and not because of the Unza Jodni. | mention this to avoid the
impression that | approve of the change! There is no choice for the readers except to
discontinue the subscription. In fact, | did so for Naya Marg.

Sincerely,
Prakash

16. Kishor Raval wrote:
Sorry to know about clouser of Mehfil, but I do understand your plight. I unofficially
closed Kesuda.com after March 2007. Unofficially because | stopped upadating it.

My reasons are not very clear to me either.

Kanubhai has been very supportive of Kesuda and therefore he is upset about Kesuda
coming to an end.



But we started our activities for the fun of it so it isequally all right if we end it when we
want for reasons bets known to us.

I wish you happiness in whatever you decided to. So long as you and Madhuben are

happy, | am happy.
Kishor Raval-USA

17. Dr. Vivek Tailor wrote:
Dear Uttambhai & all,
So, no more Sunday E- Mehfil will be there from now onwards...

This is a sad news... indeed a sad news that we shall not receive SEM now onwards.... It
was a nice time reading SEM every week. | sincerely appreciate the hard work done by
the entire team over past 155 weeks without a single break. That was indeed a BIG task..
Congratulations to all ...

I must once again heartily congratulate on exceptionally nice commitment & a pretty
lengthy way to prove Unjha spelling fruitful... We read SEM just because we love
Gujarati literature. But it was definitely painful to see the modifications... So, out of your
8500 receivers, kindly count me out of those who got acquainted with this new spelling
system... And count my vote when you shall project the extrapolated result to the
Government supra-structure.

We shall wait for the second innings...
Take care...
Dr. Vivek Tailor

18. Nandlal Shah wrote:
THANK YOU FOR THE HARD LABOUR PUT IN FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PEOPLE

Nandlal

19. Manoj Sathia wrote:

Thank you I will miss my Gujarat
Manoj Sathia

20. Khurshed Gandhi wrote:

Dear Uttam Kaka, Balwant Kaka, Ratilal Kaka,

Its saddening to know that I will not be receiving your mail. Without knowing you all
personally a sort of bond was created. Especially being a surti I was proud when | came
to know that you are also from surat and today when | came to know that being in 70 &



80's you started this concept | feel proud of you. It will be a shame if your Yatra actually
comes to end. I hope its only Viram and not end of your Yatra and all 3 of you will
continue your Yatra and god gives a long and healthy life to carry on with your yatra.
Your Sahpravasi,

Khurshed

21. Swati Jantrania wrote:
This is not fair, | just got started and now you say "goodbye"! Thank you for all your
hardwork for all these Sunda e-mehfils! Hope you'll visit us when you come to the U.S.

Swati Jantrania

22. sudhakar hathi wrote:

dr sudhakar hathi
jamnagar

23. VINOD PANCHAL wrote:
Dear Uttambhai

It is sad to know that we will not get Sunday eMahefil any more in our inbox.

Do u have any plan to restart?

Do u expect any kind of help from readers like us?

Mano ke na mano,

Sunday eMahefil no gajab no nasho che,

eMahefil same Sura ni te kai visat che,

Sura no nasho ek divas rahe che,

Emabhefil akhu week nasama dhut kare che.

Sorry but could not write in Gujarati since | do not have requisite fonts in company PC.

Amari Nasa mukti mate tame dosit cho.

Regards
Vinod M Panchal

24. Jugalkishor Vyas wrote:
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25. Mahendra Shah wrote:
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26. urvish kothari wrote:

dear uttambhai & team members



pl. accept my salaam to your efforts. They'll go in to history of Gujarati e-publishing as a
sincere and memorable effort to bring Gujarati on the net.

Thanks you, sir.

urvish - Mahemdavad

27. rajesh shah wrote:

hi,

pleaseeceeeceececeeceeeceeceeeee keep it up, do not stop
this, even though i am in india only 1 do not get this
kind of stuff to read phisically ( books) due to the
time constrain but if its through email definately i
go through it and forward the same to my friends and
relatives and like mind people. awaiting every week
monday (in india)eagerly to check my inbox, and you
wa"nt believe that first email 1 open is yours mehfil
( 1 am not exgarating).

i appreciate your efforts is writing the same leaving
your all other social commitments and engagements i
hereby request you to continue the same as a
fortnightly/monthly, if you are not able to cop-up as
a weekly.

hope you will consider my request and as well other
reader"s request also not to stop this "MEHFIL".

as in your last H@gﬁ@L%UiU{QXLhas been mentioned by

shri mahendrabhai that * mafat nu vacvani addat padi
gai chhe.*

regards,
Rajesh shah

28. MILAP V SHAH wrote:

It is really sad that movement like this going to be end too early.

Though I may not be so deep reader of Gujarati literature uptil now and a reader of "e
mehfil” from few months, but I am strong supporter and fan of this.

Is not any other way or people, who will carry forward this movement? Can't we take
help from Mr. Modi to have helping hands from govt. also?

A surveys says that ** the next generation of Gujarat will not be able to understand
and speak "'shuddh Gujarati' , in this shameful case, the movement like ™ E-
mehfil™ is really doing marvelous work.

Please...please do something to continue this.
Your fan, Milap V. Shah

29. Dr. Jitendra Mistry wrote:
Hello, Dear Uttambhai



we read your last email and was shocked.

suddenly this type of news, no one like it.

We know this is time consuming and hard team work. But for 3 yrs you all did with love
so we apriciate and congratulate to all of you.

we are in Brisbane, so if you come this side please visit us, it will be a pleasure.

If you start something new let us know please.

there are very good stories and poetry in the articles and interesting to read in passing
time.

anyway thanks a lot to entertained lots of communities/people.

God bless you all and live healthy- peaceful and happy life.

Thank you again, Namaste.

pushpa

30. Yusuf & Farida Kundawala wrote:

Uttambhai- sorry to hear the closure- | wish you all the best and many many thanks of the
service- Is it possible that you can leave all the 3 years set of writings on a web site? i do not
have so many of the Sunday collections--Thanks again--Yusuf Kundawala

31. Akash Acharya wrote:
| indeed appreciate your efforts and wish that some new initiative will come from you in short time.
| enjoyed "Sunday eMabhefil".

Akash
32. Pravin Sheth wrote:

Sunday Mehfil,our extremely e-paper run so dreftly by Ratibhai Chandariya,Uttam Gajjar
an their committed group has blazed a new trail in e-communication with varied and
‘prasanna’ readings with all the diversity of creative Gujarati in form,style and content.

I bow down to them and pray that they are rechrge with yet another initiative--so rare in
helping us enjoy our literature thru a digital medium that connected our Diaspora acros
the world.

Pravin Sheth

33. ASHOK KARIA wrote:

it was sad to know that S.M is now stpped.

our humble request and prayer is to start whenever it suits u.

| take this opportuity to thank heartily to trio i.e Ratibhai, Balwantbhai, uttambhai and all
others who have helped in this regard.

once again hearty thanks/gratitude for it.

regd

Ashok Karia

34.Madhukar Bhatt wrote:
Uttambhai,



Rec. Sunday e-Mahefil alongside shocking note that this is the last edition. | personally thanks
and appreciate team of Sunday eMahfil for services and your deep efforts to mobilize Gujarat and
Guijarati Literature. Hope, you will continue with such Mahfil, may be in other form.......

Regards,

Madhukar Bhatt

35. Ashok Vidwans wrote:
Dear Shri Uttambhai,

It is quite a disappointment to learn that you gentlemen are deciding to take a pause from such
marvelous journey! But | cannot complain. You have done your tour of duty. Let us hope that
someone else will pick up your torch and move on. My sincere salute to you all for what you have
done.

With sincere regards,

Ashok.

36. Vasant Dubal wrote:

Uttambhai.

I read sunday Mahefil since last one year. | enjoy the articals It is a big job to prepare
and send

by email.l hope it may continue We enjoy gujarati reading living in USA. PI. pass my
comments for all Gujarati community. Keep in touch.

37. GIRISH PANDYA wrote:
Respected Shri Uttambhai Gajjar and Family.All of you our heartily
JayGaytrimaiya.Received your email and shocked to heard that now we are timebeing
not get sunday-E Mahefil 's valuable thoughts. All our Family members are reading this
"SEM' regularly and discussing the topic also.
Now we cutout for some time from "SEM" as this takes VIDAY. We appreciated your
effort and thankful from 13 January2006 to stiill date of Episod 155,which was
unforgetable.

"WE ALL WISHING YOU AND ALL COMMITTE MEMBERS OF "SEM" and pray
to GOD that our
allmighty give encouragement and sprit for restart the "SEM" .

Resp. Uttambhai we will be in touch by email with goodthought's email and any
NEW messages.

All the best and good luck to all.
GOD BLESS YOU ALL.

38. ULLAS OZA wrote:
Respected Ratilalbhai, Balwantbhai & Uttambhai,

You have done excellent work of spreading Gujarati over all the continents and



also created interest in Gujarati - Our Matrubhasha in the young generation.

You deserve KUDOS for this service to the Gujarati community and we
appreciate the devotion with which you all have worked for the cause.

We feel very sad that from next week we will be missing your e-mails and
Gujarati 'aaswad'.

In any case wish you all and your families GOOD HEALTH and PEACEFUL life
in the years to come.

With kind regards,
Ullas Oza & family

39. Sharifa Vijaliwala wrote:
aa bandh karva jevu to nathi j.think again.i want to write in gujarati.can you help me?

40. bharat pandya wrote:

Uttambhai,

Sorry to hear,l would definitely miss it.But world never stops
some other will take its place.Sincere Thanks for all you did

E Rite mari hasti jagat parathi visarai Gayi
pani mathi nikaLi angali ne jaga purai ghayi.

If you happen to read something good pl. forward it to me.
I would be thankful.

Bharat pandya.

41. manoj anandpura wrote:

Respected Uttambhai,
Is it not possible to continue even once or twice a month? It will be great help to gujarati samaj.
Manoj

42. Bharati asher wrote:

Respected Vadilo, Aane ame purna-viramne badle alp-viram ganaviato? PCma unap
lagse.

With best wishes and warm regards, Bharati and Mahendra Asher,POBox
4421,Dubai,UAE.

43. rajendra karnik wrote:



murrabi shri uttambhai,

hun aje j ek charchpatra lakhwano hato ke mafatni pan kimmat hoi chhe. Babubhai umrao
ne mafat ma lokone manoranjan karavta sambhline parantu aapna kartune vichar
badalvani faraj padi chhe. kher, nirnay vyavaharu hova chhata dukhad chhe parantu aapni
vedna dur kari shaku evu marama technological koi samrthya nathi etle lachar chhun baki
hun pan samay to aapi shakat. aapno khub abhar trane janano ke aape samaj ne
khubaapyu. tame jene nathi manta teni ane tamara vishwasni tamara ane madhuben per
krupa hojo. dukhi rajendra

44, SAMPARK CONSULTANTS wrote:

Dear Ratilal bhai, Balvant Bhai & Uttambhai,

The journey/yatra of three years with you have been very enriching.
Selection of literature piece too was par excellent.

One part of me says, can you not make it once a month or bi- weekly and

one part of me says, 'gamta no kariya gulal’ should not be burden to you.

'‘Sunday e mahefil* was addiction. From all boring business emails, and tons
of forwards, this 'live ' email was like recharging your self.

To many , it helped to revive their touch with "Guajarati Sahitya".
We, as readers will cherish our memories of Sunday e-mehfil.

I thank you all for such great and successful efforts and wish you all a very
healthy and joyful journey of life.

'WViram'® instead of 'the end’ is like a silver border in skyline like a ray of

Warm Regards,

Amisha Shah
(Editor- 'Thank you, Pappa‘)

45. Urmila Jobanputra wrote:

| am so sorry to learn that | will not be able to read Gujarati any more from your
sight - | used to look forward to receiving your article - although it was once a
week only - i was hoping that you will increase it to two days and gradually every
day - | take the opportunity to Thank you for your services that you provided us
so far - | will really miss your articles - Urmila



46. premji b wrote:
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MKGANDHI wrote:
Aavun na chale. But, I should respect your thoughts.
Thanks for everything and all the best for your delightful and healthy future.

With warm regards, peace and love,

TRK Somaiya

Bombay Sarvodaya Mandal / Gandhi Book Centre
299, Tardeo Road, Nana Chowk,

Mumbai - 400 007 India.

47. Tushar Bhatt wrote:

Dear Uttambhai,

Your announcement about the closure of weekly mehfil saddened me no end. It was

like the toppling of Bhishma Pitamah in the Mahabharat war. It also reminded me of the
shutting down of Milap years ago by Mahendra Meghani. The mehfil meticulously
nurtured by you and others did a yeoman's service to the Gujarati language globally.
Wish it could have continued indefinitely. Alas, whatever be will be.

I wish you and all those involved in the project a happy life.

Regards

Tushar Bhatt,

Former Editor, The Times of India, The Economic Times,
Ahmedabad May 24, 2008.



48. mahesh vasavada wrote:

Dear Uttambhai,sad to learn about the closure of emehfil.Your constant efforts have
given us a variety of very interesting Gujarati articles.

I can understand why you had to say goodbye.The reasons you gave are
convincing."Thank you "would not be enough to describe our gtratitude to you for
excellent weekly emails which kept us fresh.

A selfish suggestion.You may be closing the site,but do try to give us something once in
a while-maybe monthly or even two-monthly.

With warm regs

MV

mahesh vasavada

49. Dr Vikram Patel wrote:

Dear Friends,

Jay Shri Krushn.

You have all the right whether to continue or not but it seems that you are stopping for
want of time and possibly enough help. My experience is also that we are not getting
enough second liners and so we are not able to develop good long lasting institutes. Our
work depends upon personal character and when a person ceases to be, the work also
stops. May be our ego as a population also plays as we do not want to continue work
started by others but want anything stamped by our own name and so the

process continues. everybody starts something good which can last only one lifetime.
Anyway, | really enjoyed the articles, almost all of them are read by me. If you start in
future, please include my address and oblige.

Regards.

Dr Vikram Patel
Chairperson

Muni Seva Ashram
GORAJ - INDIA.

50. Pooja Gajjar wrote:

Why is this the last one, dada??

51. Bharat Kapadia wrote:
Respected R,B,U

Just cant believe this. On one hand, you make us addict of good, nutritional reading. On
the other you say Good bye. Not fair, just not fair. Unless you cleared it yoyrself, we
could have never thought you all are old aged. And what the age has to do with such
good activity. Nothing.



Agreed, that your bodies might have become old or DOSA as you have repeatedly
described in the farewell letter, not your souls or heart as you claim. No way, ypur souls
are old. Your contents and selection every Sunday have evidenced that your hearts are
full of

CHIR YAUVAN. You have filled hearts with varied articles/writings contained of all
NAV RAS.

THough I can not digest your decision of discontinuing the SeM, have to accept it with
sad heart with a salutation.

With warmest regards
Yours
bharat

52. Rakesh Shah wrote:

Respected Balvantkaka, Uttamuncle, and Ratiuncle,

“Jay shree Krishna”

It is a sad day for Gujarati lovers. I read all your articles and saved those in my eMabhefil folder.
Thank you all very much for your hard work for last three years.

Love,
R. C. Shah CHA-USA

53. Brijesh Mistry wrote:

Uttambhai
This is Shocked Massage.

After reading this last Sunday eMahefil mail i m really shocked .
why this happened ? please if possible then be continue.

you are doing great great work ( No body can do this way ) for Gujarati Language and Sahitya ,
it was really amazing.

but whenever you start this type of work again please touch me . Thanks.

Thanks,

Regards,

Birju,

BRIJESH MISTRY --Ahmedabad, Gujarat

54. Maulik Joshi wrote:
Hi,

| had no idea that the e-mehfil was run by three elderly people! You guys did a
great job so far!



A big thank you for taking it this far.

regards,
maulik

55. Sharvari Desai wrote:

avu na chale ho!!! e-mehfil bandh karo chho? bau j khot padse mane. tamari, jijani
baddhani.

its look like u had been too busy in e-mehfils work & c'dnt get enough time for this & all
the other things to do.kharu ne?

ok chalo tyare, havethi tame dar athvadie nai malo em ne? madhuben ne & badhane yaad
- Sharvari Desai- USA

56. Chinar Desai wrote:

I have been receiving Sunday eMehfil for about 2 years. | can imagine how much work
this would be for you, and | do appriciate all your efforts. At the same time, | would like
to know if I can help in any way to keep this going. | am a mother of twin girls (ages 1.25
years), and | work full-time, but I am very much inclined to give as much time as | can if
it is going to help this eMehfil going. Please let me know

Best regards,
Chinar

57. Kiranben Parikh wrote :

Hello everybody: | will appreciate if you take time to read my reactions to this

week’s Sunday e-Mahefil attached here with...Thank you.

Dear All Sunday e-Mahefil Team and Family members: What a shocking news
we are hearing from you today? Like many other readers, my heart can't believe
and accept what we are hearing from you this week. | understand there might be
many more other reasons then you have explained for taking such a hard
decision but please don't leave us like this. Every Friday | had a special reason to
open my inbox not just to check my mails but to be very sure that there will be a
mail from you. The message/material in SEM is kind of an anxiousness and
curiosity for me. SEM has provided lot of guidance and support to live my life

meaningfully and truthfully.



Beloved Vadeel Sri. Ratikaka, Uttambhai, Balvantbhai, Harnishbhai,
Mahendrabhai (Mamal!) & all SEM family members:

| can go on and on this issue but let me express some of my feelings how | felt

after | received a good bye from SEM.

o | feel like Mahefil has just began and before we realize the real
enjoyment it has stopped.

o | feel like all three Dadaji’s have gave me their support and
guidance to live my life meaningfully and truthfully and suddenly
took away their offer. (I have a tears in my eyes while writing
this!) Do you have any idea what are you giving to this young
generation? We don’t need wealth in our heritage any more from
our elders we need our missing culture back and that is what |
use to get from you. What happened?

¢ Mahendrabhai has expressed his feelings that “this is a viday of
a daughter by his father” I am not a mother so | can only imagin
that feelings but | surly some body’s daughter and for me | feel
like father has raised her daughter with so much love and
affection and suddenly he has decided to stop giving that care,
guidance and love and affection. Please make sure to give your
daughter’s hand (SEM) to the right person to take care of her
instead of making her lost in her life.

e | strongly refuse to accept this “viday” (I am sure there may be
many more readers like me around the world) so please try to
find out some solution to this harsh decision to stop SEM. Let’s
try to spread SEM'’s fragrance to many more who are depriving
from getting advantage of it.

Here are some suggestions if you can reconsider your decision instead of to
totally stop “Sunday e-mahefil Yatra” by replacing “Monthly e-mahefi Yatra”.

We understand that to do such work there is not only time is involve but money
too! How about we contribute our time and money. We know this is a team work,
may be in every country we can have a team of volunteers and may be every
month each country can contribute their work to you and then you can distribute
among Gujarati readers all around the world. This way, many more Gujarati
people with same interest can make more Guijarati friends too!



We truly and heartily understand your personal & social problems to continue this
“Yatra” but instead of totally stopping, Can you hand this over to some body who
can be trust worthy and capable to do this work with the same interest you have

started this “Yatra"?

At last but not least THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR READING MY
REACTIONS. | DON'T EXPECT ANY REPLY BUT SURE DO EXPECT YOUR
RECONSIDERATION OF CONTINUE THIS MAHEFIL....THIS YATRA.....

| TRULY AND HEARTILY APPRECIATE YOUR SELFLESS SEVA TO SEM.
PLEASE EXCEPT MY “VANDAN” AND “SALUTE”

GOOD LUCK AND MAY GOD BLESS US ALL
...Kiranben Parikh

Pittsburgh, PA

USA

58. Meera Shah wrote:
Alas! Dear dear Uttambhai-Madhuben,

All good things come to an end. Sunday eMahefil is no exception.

Indeed, as Mahendrabhai's cartoon suggested, we got used to reading free articles! Ghar
ma-n ghana patang padyaaa hoy, pan pakdela patang ni majaa or j chhe. Once a
Japanese friend said that we get everything in Japan but when someone brings 'stuff' from
abroad, it's free and more enjoyable.

Jokes aside, The past three years have been a satisfying experience when | looked
forward to receiving Gujarati literature. (Jodni vishe to aankh aadaa kaan kayraa, it was
more, a lot more fun to read the wonderful work that came through than nit-picking about
the long and the short ees and 00s)

I will miss looking for the e-mahefil in my received mails' list. But as it is said, "it's better
to have loved and lost, than not loved at all.”

Many friends and family members have departed this world but their wonderful
memories are in my heart within a touch of my thought. So are you.



Wishing you the best for all that you venture to do in the days to come,

Meera naa pranaam

59. Preety Sengupta wrote:
Hello Uttambhai,

| just got your e-mail and the pdf explaining why you the Mehfil will be
paused (viraam). | am sure you are going to get thousands of e-mails in
response.

You, Ratilalbhai and Balwantbhai came upon this idea, started with it, and
it spread. It took wings, got bigger, and started gobbling up all your time. This
does happen some times. Then either one pauses, or finds some others to take
over.

You three are the pioneers, and visionaries. This was a "revolution” - until
the Mehfil started no such offering was made available. This is age of the fast
communication and electronic dependence. You all were ahead of everyone, and
put in so much energy and creativity in this offering.

Now do take some rest, as necessary, as required - for social obligations,
as you have mentioned. | look forward to the re-start whenever it happens.

As for me, | am steeped in Gujarati - reading, writing, speaking, thinking -
so my loss is a bit lesser than many others for whom this was perhaps staple for
three years.

Lots of wishes to all of you and families.

until later, sincerely, -------------- Preety Sengupta

60. Popat Savla wrote:
We will miss Sunday mahefil. Wish you all best in life.

61. vijay shah wrote:
Uttambhai

If you want to keep sunday e mehafil in shudhdha gujarati | can get help and take lead in
the movement

Good procedure can be kept live

62. Mehta, Bhupen wrote:

Dear Uttambhai,

It is very sad to read that you have decided to take “viraam” / pause in publishing
“Sunday e-mehfil”.

It had become a part of my life. | have thoroughly enjoyed reading Gujarati
articles sent by you.



In my childhood, | remember my father used to gather good articles from different
magazines, papers for me.

| was pampered and he used to find good articles, novels, poems for me.

He was working with janmabhoomi in Mumbai and he took me to many kavi
sammelans and other sahitya programs.

Now also when | visit him in Mumbai, once every 2 years, he keeps ready for me
some good reading in Gujarati.

| have felt similar feelings when | was getting e-mehfil e-mails from you every
week.

Like my father | had also taken you for granted that you are always there and that
you will always send such good readings every week.

It will be very painful for me, now that | will not get e-mails from you from next
week. | already feel the emptiness in my life.

However | realize how painful it must be for you all to stop doing what you all
loved doing the most.

| appreciate and thank you all for such a wonderful work you all have done in
Gujarati sahitya.

| have hopes that you will resume your Yatra soon, as you have mentioned it is
just a “viraam”.

Pranam and Jai Shree Krishna,

--Bhupen Mehta.

63. Suren wrote: Arpan Foundation
Friends with a purpose

Dear Uttambhai:
I respect the decesion. Thank you very very much for the journey.
I hope this is only a pause and not an end.

Suren

64. Mehta, Jayantilal wrote:

Thank you for giving such a great service for so long.

May be the material you presented can be prepared in a book form.
Think about it. The material you presented was excellent.

My love and regards for your great service.

Jayant Mehta



65. Qasim Abbas wrote:

Shriman, Uttam Bhai, Ratilal Bhai, Balvant Bhai & all others involved in Sunday eMehfil,
Greetings,

With heavly heart, | read the "'Vida'y-Sala'm' - Sampa’'dako today.

Really, Sunday eMehfil was like a weekly Gujarati newspaper, we enjoyed each
week like our favourite newspaper. We hope that the Viday may be temporary and
in near future we will be able to see Sunday eMehfil again.

Though we fully understand that the domestic life, which is everyone's right, is also
to be given due importance, we wish you that now you will be able to give more time
to your domistic life and to your dearest family members. We really really
appreciate your efforts, at this senior age, that you devoted your much precious time
to provide a food for thought to more than 8,000 Gujaratis all over the world,
during this period.

We wish you every comfort and good life and we also wish to see you again, though
after some time or after considerable time, on Sunday eMehfil - be it on one page
only.

Howeve, we shall alwyas be in touch periodically, through e-mail.
With our best wishes and kind regards.

Qasim Abbas
Toronto, Canada

66. Ketan N. Shah wrote:
Uttambhai,

It is a sad day for me to receive this email from you. For last couple of years, it has been
a routine for me to go to work on Friday morning and print e-Mehfil and read it. | sort of
look forward to it. A part of me wants to be selfish and wants you to continue all the good
work you do and the other part wants to thank you for all that you have done over last 3
years and increase awareness of Gujrati. I wish you the best and hope that you will some
day come back from this "Viram" and give us many more years in e-Mehfil.

Regards,

Ketan Shah(Mahendrabhai Shah(Cartoonist)'s Nephew in Pittsburgh)



67. Kusum Shah wrote:

Dear Sirs,

| write this with a sunken heart for | have looked forward to receiving you e-mail every week. And
as | have previously informed you, i have used many navlikas in my teaching.

But | am truly grateful for what you have given me and thousands more.
You will be greatly missed.

| sincerely hope it is only a Viraam and not a full stop.

Very best of wishes for your Future

Kusum

68. Lata and Raj Doshi wrote:

Thanks alot for the "Sunday eMahefil™

We will miss you.

Like to wish you best of the luck for whatever you do
next.

Lata

69. Rajnee Gohil wrote:-

Dear Ratikaka, Balvantkaka and Uttamkaka,

1 felt very unhappy when 1 knew that this 155th SEM is the last. I
regularly enjoyed your selection.

I work as a Manager of the Dinbandhu Hospital. I remain almost busy.
Whenever 1 got time 1 enjoyed reading SEM.

Hope, you will start again after rest..

But the GujaratilLexicone is the greatest gift for me and my Hospital
Staff. Many times we refer it to seek its help.

Thank you so much Ratikaka and all.

Rajnee

Dinbandhu Hospital, Kholvad- Dist. Surat

70. Piyush D. Panchal wrote:

Adarniya Mahanubhavo,

Aa vakhatni tamari mail joine dukhad ascharya thayu chhe.

Man ma ekaj prashna chhe... "Aam achanak,kaya karonasar" aavu thayu?

Sunday Maehfil lagbhag darek Gujarati Sahitya na jeevan no ek hisso bani gayo hato..

Athwadiya na chhela tran divas ema prakashit thayela lekh ne maanvama ane bakina
divaso eni raah jovama jata hata. have Aa badhuj bandh thai jashe..



Tame tran jane sarvanumate je nirnay lidho chhe e khub vicharine lidho hashe em maani
tamara aa nirnay ne hu pura aadar saathe swikaru chhu. Pan Sunday Maehfil vagar jeevan
ma adhurap chhokas lagshe.

Ante Gujarati Sahitya na chahak ni rite hu tamara trane mahapurusho no amne Sunday
Maehfil na rup ma sundar bhet aapva badal khub khub aabhar maanu chhu ane aasha
raakhu chhu. rahse.

Bhare hriday hu pan ahi virmu chhu.. Aasha raakhu chhu ke aapdi patra maitri jalvay.

Warm Rgds,

Piyush.D.Panchal
Reliance Corporate Park,
Navi Mumbai.

71. Hetal Vin wrote:

Dear Uttamsir, Ratialasir and Balvantsir

Maru favourite Sunday eMahefil have thi band thai rahiyu che te jani ne bahu thayu.

Dar week ma vachavani adat padi gayi che. Haji pan thoda time bhankara to vagse ke haji pan Emahefil
kem na aaviyu.

tamara aa PDF magazine ne lidhe ketla badha nava nava articles vachava maliya. Ketlay nava artist no
prichay thayo. Have te badhu hu surely miss karis.

I can understanad ke have tamne badhu maintain karvavanu bau adharu che ane Hard wok mangi le che.

I would like to say you Thanks a lot. Tame amne bahu badhu aapiyu che.
Guijarati bhasa taraf badha ne pacha attract kariya che. te mate tamaro khub khub aabhar.

Aavjo.
Take care
Jai Shree krishna

Hetal Vin
Surat

72. Dinesh Panchal wrote:
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73. Kanak Raval wrote:
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74. Jabeen wrote :

Dear Triputi- Uttambhai,Ratibhai,Balwantbhai..........
Accept my warm greetings!!!l!

It makes me unhappy to read..._Mostly 1 save all sunday
mehfil and read it when ever 1 get "Quality" time...This
time I open 1t, as | came accross a very good poet and 1
was talking with him about Sunday Mehfil...and....... I read
that. .. ... ..... It Is too much...yaar....

Anyways. .Thats life.."Jeno aarambh chhe teno ant nakki
chhe.......... "

Love you ..

regards,

Jabeen

(Jabir A. Mansuri)

75. bharat gala wrote:

Dear Shri Uttambhai Gajjar

Thank u very much.

It's sad but we have to accept the reality.

May god fulfill all your dreams and keep you in good health.

Once again thank you from bottom of my heart for serving Gujrati's for 155
weeks.

Bharat K. Gala

76. Paresh VAIDYA wrote:
Shri Uttambhai , Ratilalbhai vagere,

I am sorry that | can not send mail in Gujarati font. Pl bear with me.

Closing of SeM is sad. | started seeing it only since a year when a friend sent me that. It
was meant for Diaspora, but the quality was so good that many like me in INDIA also
started seeing it. It looked like "illegal action' still I did it.

If the reason is the shortage of time, let it come as a fortnightly till you find some more
volunteers, who can convert it to Weekly. May be | may be the one after a year, when |
retire from service and learn what to do from you people.

Vipoolbhai Kalyani wrote a nice article in Janmabhoomi Pravasi a week ago. | hope
you noticed it.



Pl reconsider your decision and keep it running as a "Pakshik" . Even if you can not, pl
accept our thanks for providing such rich reading material. You are all Mahendrabhai
Meghani in triplet!!

Bye and Best luck

Dr Paresh R Vaidya.

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre

Bombay 400 085

INDIA

77. KAUSHIK DALAL wrote:

UTTAMBHAI NAMASHKAR

VERY VERY SHOCKING NEWS BY SUNDAY MAHEFIL

| WILL BE MISSING N SUNDAY MORNNING WILL NOT BE AS IT IS THAT WAS
| WILL BE HUNGRY ON SUNDAY WITHOUT SUNDAY MAHEFIL

WHAT U ALL HAVE DONE CAN NOT BE COMPENSET BY ANY MEANS BUT IT
HAS NO VALUE TEG IT BEYOND ALL

U R EFORT AND PRESENTATION N LOVE FOR GUJRATI

WILL UNFOREGETABLE

| WILL BE MISSING U ALL ALOT

| PRAY U ALL O AT LIST RETHINK ABOUT THIS AND AT LIST BY MONTHLY
OR MONTHLY U ALL CAN PRESENT U R THINGS

WHAT EALSE | CAN WRITE | DONT HAVE WORDS TO EXPRESS MY
FEELINGS FOR ALL OF YOUR

KOTI KOTI VANDAN

MAY GOD GIVE U BEST OF THE HEALTH N THOUGT TO RESTART OR TO BE
IN TOUCH WITH ANY OF THE THINGS TO UP LIFT GUJRATI IN RIGHT SPIRIT
THANX THANX THANX ONCE AGAIN

BE IN TOUCH
KAUSHIK DALAL

78. Mahendra Shah wrote:
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79. Harnish Jani wrote :
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80. Bharat Kapadia wrote:-
Respected R,B,U

Just cant believe this. On one hand, you make us addict of good,
nutritional reading. On the other you say Good bye. Not fair, just not
fair. Unless you cleared it yoyrself, we could have never thought you
all are old aged. And what the age has to do with such good activity.
Nothing.

Agreed, that your bodies might have become old or DOSA as you have
repeatedly described in the farewell letter, not your souls or heart as
you claim. No way, ypur souls are old. Your contents and selection
every Sunday have evidenced that your hearts are full of

CHIR YAUVAN. You have filled hearts with varied articles/writings
contained of all NAV RAS.

THough | can not digest your decision of discontinuing the SeM, have
to accept it with sad heart with a salutation.

With warmest regards
Yours

bharat

81. VD Jadav wrote:

Sir,

It is not the right step to discontinue the Sem after 155 glorious episodes
published without any interruption.

However, the reasons shown by the Team is ultimately and somewhat justified.
Pl.create a new option for SeM if possible in future.

Thank you very much for giving pleasures for a long period of three years
regarding the precious Guijarati literature.

Regads,



VDJadav-Vadodara.

82. Harit Kothari wrote:

Respected Uttamdada, Balwantdada and Ratidada,

It was so usual and kind of routine to receive Sunday eMahefil before weekend.
However, mostly | do not read the message part of the email, when | receive
Sunday eMahefil eMails. | just download PDF and store issues to a specific

location.

Whenever | feel to read something else, something in my mother tongue, | just
go to the directory, and select last received issues and read till | reach to end of

last issue.

This time (today), as you expected, | was shocked when | read last issue. |
usually do not miss Gujarati since | am having enough interactions and have few
new books. However the kind of novelties, that you were serving are no more
there! ® Of course, | understand the reasons, the way it was expanded. It seems
like you wanted to build a house but the required preparation was for a township!
| sometimes also have marked increase in number of persons associated with

this work.

| strongly feel 'thanks' is a very cheap "~ C very small 6 characters word for what

you have done so farl No one can forget this long journey; ;!

You will most probably be aware about ReadGujarati.com. If some
synchronization can be possible, | feel Sunday eMahefil can be restarted with the
motto ~ C the same intentions and with that kind of quality too! Please consider
this, just as a suggestion. It is always true that to suggest is easier than to
implement!



My best regards to each of you, personally! Thank you all, once again!

Regards,
Harit Kothari

cl. 9 %ol 200¢ell €lal ‘UM "ol ctuslal W lo{l2auot’all 2is Hscaul udl-
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84. Janakdave wrote:

Thanks ! Uttamii,

| really am very happy and await you to meet
every Saturday. Guajrati a language with depth
init. You do best work for it...

GOD BLESS & BEWITH YOU ALL

Loving wishes

Janak

85. S. K. DESAI wrote:

Dear Uttambhai, While I can't do any thing about the decision i want to tell you how
badly we will miss your weekly emails and the attachments. For us NRIs living in North
America and other foreign countries, SUNDAY eMAHEFIL was a blessing. Vatan ni
yaad aave to eMahefil kholi ne vanchi levaani aadat padi gai chhe. Juda Juna lekhak ane
kavi vese temni kruti vise jaanvaanu maltu hatu. eMahefil na darek ank vaanchi ne dil ne
santi and thandak malti hati.



eMaheil dwara tame je Gujaratio ni savaa karichhe ne temna ma rahela Matrubhumi na
prem, Lekahk ane Kavio pratye na prem ne je protsaahan aapyu chhe te kharekhar
prasashyaniya chhe. Tame and eMahefil hame kadaach kadaapi na bhuli sakisu. Aapne
khub khub aabhaar. Avaar navaar koi ne koi bahaana hethal aapne email dwara malta
rahisu evi ashaa. Aapno phari phari ne khub khub aabhaar.

Radhe...Radhe... Surendra Desai. Toronto, Canada.

86. Harikrishna Patel wrote:

Thanks Gajjarbhai,

You and your team are doing an excellent service to Gujaratis all over the world.
Specially for ones like me who is a retired person who can cherish Gujarati language. My
best wishes and blessings.

Harikrishna Patel (London)

87. Govind Maru wrote

Respected Uttambhai,

Namaskar.

I am glad to say that my visite of www.gujaratilexcon.com is excellent. | am proud of your e-
mail. | read sunday eMahafil issue N0.148 to 152. Opinion Magazine: December 2007,

January to April, 2008. Matrubhasha Magizine Ank 37 to 41.1 usw Dictionary, Oposite
words, ldoms, Thesaurs its helpful for me. Thank you very much.

I recommand my more than 50 friends to visit www.qgujaratilexcon.com and 'Sunday
eMahefil'. It is for your information.

with regars.

Govind Maru

88. Ashok Karania wrote:-
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89. P V Datta wrote:
Dear Uttambhai,

| am really thankful that you have registerd my E-mail ID and | have been receiving your mails
regularly. They are fantastic thought-worthy. Please keep mailing the same.

| am living in Rajkot (Gujarat) and working with State Bank of Saurashtra.
My kudos to you and your team for such a wonderful task.
Thanking you.

PARAG DATTA.

90. MOINUDDIN MANIAR wrote:
Dear Uttambhai and faily and friends.
Saadar Salam namaste.

I have been reading your e-mail regarding e-mahefil. Through you e-magazine we
enjoyed . .. enjoyed ... ENJOYED... Thanks. BUT VERY VERY SORRY to miss
you. Any Thanks for hard laborious task, you done it well.



CONGRATULATIO for surpass the many many Millions. What you are doing in life
please keep it up good work. God Bless you with health & wealth.

Moinuddin Maniar
Noorbanu Maniar (Mrs)

91. Dr.Bharatkumar Shah wrote
Hon. Uttambhai,

| was saddened to read the final note from you about closing of the Sunday E Mehfil.
Three very young "old men" have done a great service to Gujarat. | am not quite there yet,
but am 66, and have been working on teaching Gujarati, Hindi, Sanskrit, English, Jainism,
etc. in the U.S.A. for about 25 years by publishing books under the name Setubandh
Publications.

Last January, | launched an e-magazine "SETUBANDH" for the second generation
Gujaratis, and others. In a way, it can be the next torch bearer of the Mehfil. It is only a
newborn now, looking for blessings from the elders. I would request you to see it for
yourself, and if you like it, please forward the attachment to the Mehfils readership.
Regards.

Bharat S. Shah, M.D.

92. Prabhulal Bharadia wrote
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93. Suchi Vyas wrote:

‘'sunday e-mehfil bandh thaay chhe'... pan uttambhai haju tame judi judi rite
niyamit malo chho... aam uttambhai bandh nathi thataa ..

mane bahu game chhe. do keep in touch with us.

suchi -NJ-USA

53| Holl R00¢H.... S2lcAls..
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Uledodi-te{lade(lal, wRsrAld stgollze 8l Hdoneues
AE €2 AL YRl HPA AU Ho] ey slget HISA V.. 1 uel
A Anaal 9 dl, dAHLR ollH A 42 s Al dAHIRL AS—
AUHe] ol AV, A AHA % AHoll mahendraarunal@gmail.com
WSS UR flolcl-ASTAH HsAA Al AR dAHal Ul A HIsAHAL.

Website : www.ameamericanamdavadi.com Phone: 412-780-6051
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