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Travelogue

An innovative experiment is being done here
to promote the Gujarati literature in English.
Contributions from the readers will be printed in
English translated from Gujarati. Readers, lovers
of Gujarati, are invited to send creations with its
English translation.

Those who cannot read Guijarati will thus be
able to enjoy the Guijarati literature. It is hoped to
send a message that if they will learn to read
Gujarati then they can enjoy directly the
interesting and unlimited, rich Gujarati literature.

—Hon. Editor, Pravin Vaghani
WORLD TOUR
14 June 2006 to 30 September 2006
USA, Uk, Germany, India, Singapore
Pravin & Manjula Vaghani
(English translation by: Dr Kishor P. Dabke
Hon. Research Associate, Dept of Electrical and
Computer Systems Engineering, Monash U
niversity CLAYTON, Melbourne Australia)

We adapted the advice from Bhagwatgeeta with a
minor variation. Instead of “You have the right only to
your deeds, not to the fruits of your efforts”, we noted
that in travel “You have the right only to your travels,
not-to the full satisfaction from your labours”. When
you step out from home, you must understand that
what’s.out there is not like at home. In travels, you
may have joy or sorrow, comfort or suffering,
expected conveniences or inconveniences, sunshine
or rain, cold or heat, punctual or delayed arrival by all
means of transport, expected facilities or lack thereof
in hotels, your favourite food or not, or even the early
morning ‘cuppa’ or not, etc. etc. are many aspects of
travel over which you have no control. Recently, we
went to see a Hindi film just 20 km from home in a
suburb called Dandenong. We had hardly seen the
film up to the interval when there was a blackout and
we had to leave the theatre. All the neighbouring
restaurants had also closed so we couldn’t even get a
meal!

Just as Bhagwatgeeta advises that one must do
one’s duty, so life without travels is impossible. Travel
is life’s fundamental duty and an inseparable part of
it. A human being undertakes a long or short journey
from birth. If you go from one house to another, from
one street to another, from one suburb to another,
from one state to another or from one country to
another, they all involve travel — long or short.
Whether you go on foot or pedal around on a bike,
ride a scooter, take a rickshaw or ride in a taxi, drive
your own car or take a bus, catch a train or a plane,
they are all travels. In fact, you can get by without
religious rituals but life without travel is difficult to
imagine. If you omit travel from life, what's left
amounts to very little!

Going shopping or leaving home to go to work, all
involve travel. If you go from one town to another with
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packed lunch, you would call it travel. These days
people go from one town to another for work,
business or shopping. Not everyone eats out, many
take their own food with them. The ‘Tifinwalla’ in
Mumbai brings your (warm) lunch from home
(Translator: and delivers to your desk) while in
Australia many people take their own lunch and
coffee to their place of work. The painters who came
to paint our house from a suburb 15 km away (in
Melbourne), not only brought their cut lunch with them
but also a kettle to heat water for their coffee! The
carpenters we had in Rajkot came from 5 km away.
They used to bring their own lunch, a thermos full of
tea and a bottle of water.

Thus our life if full of travel. Call it travel or
pilgrimage, it is a duty of human life. It is the central
support for the economic health of the human society.
It is the wellspring of sustenance for thousands. Back
in the old days even when there were no means of
transport or roads like today, people ventured on
travels and pilgrimages on foot, on the back of an
animal (horse, camel, mule, elephant, yak) or in a
cart. On the road from Saurashtra to Mathura or even
Badri-Kedar (Translator: in the Himalaya mountains)
there are hundreds of shrines and temples. The
priests in these were sustained by the pilgrims. The
robbers hiding in the jungles and opportunistically
attacking and looting the pilgrims were also supported
by the pilgrims. Just think, if no pilgrims had come,
there would have been no one to look after the
shrines and temples and they would have all been
reduced to ruins.

Nowadays, the places of pilgrimage and scenic
spots; and on the roads leading to these have places
to stay such as Dharmashala (Translator: free
accommodation), snack-houses, motels, hotels etc.
For refreshments, there are restaurants and coffee-
houses. There are shops selling things for offering
homage. For amusement, there are ‘entertainment
parks’ and ‘fun parks’. There are buses, taxis and
rickshaws as means of transport. The economic
security and prosperity of these depend upon the
travellers. The owners of these remain ready to serve
the traveller. They are not concerned with the religion,
caste etc. of the travellers. They welcome all with the
same smile and politeness. In Japan, young people
employed in this trade receive special training in the
art of smiling. Some call such a smile ‘plastic’ i.e. an
artificial smile because there is no warmth of
familiarity behind the smile. No matter, whatever it is,
it is still a smile! Rather than enter a saree shop and
see the creased forehead and the sour face of the
salesperson hiding the thought “How many sarees
will | have show this customer?”, such a smile is a
thousand times better. In the true sense of the words,
these people are ‘peace angels’. They have the noble
understanding of “all religions are equal” and “all
people are equal”.

On the other hand, travel induces in the traveller
the feelings of “brotherhood”, “mutual affection”,



February 2007

Come, let us together worship our Gujarati language 7

& dls udl dil gL Al wel o Bl dl usl dmidl 414
dil 018 A el WER AR A0 LAl T LsEL 6L 9

Alsi anl wadi yRdl yaRilpl A Wnald s1R0
21230l il ol A HIdGR VA2 BRAAT FSAML
) @R RAAIRA AL &%1R ALSL 512 biedl 214l &dl. AHEL
ALs2L oMLl DAz o Als uL duAl auldl susll-l sad ¥
AuAL YuHi sl Ul SudlAl soiwmi adl A yo o, 9
AU Al AsSL Wl uoL ole 48 oAl Aui-l Szdls
dlsl dl Bl UL sl FHOL A0 YRL sAA AL Su-Al
A58l Al &l A ol 5185 51H 5ReALAL BAAGLA UQL ABLAL
AlAdl 5l MRALAL AL A slensl 613 Hald-Al soio AL A
B HINAL HSLAMD el 58 Boledl WaReeAl v dell
SRumi Rdd usy. 5€l B0 WA sl A doid dal WI3R
YA A4 20l ¥dl Aeladl el qvad
YR DYIR AL UL,

olloglf @ 5¢, BALIA BN, SEAL YaAlAaisdl
AUIR BiAG, B ol oY Yo Anaddl Wl &a dl 2s
Aldl DAl YARAHD UGL AN 2L oY % 52 sl Bl AM 58]
Asla 3 dd uul oAl Ase sels yami ouvil ¥ yea
Andl A5l d-AEl 2] Y@ A5 HAldl Al yeud 2l
Ul sl ¥H Yeld Wil dM Y- YHIEL IR | veld 9
Yoy HnadldAl s HecdaAl HIol Byl B o HeAlAl
AWMU AraLAL UYL B,

L A AL USIRAL s (AR sl 52l AN YAl
WAl dspi dadl a3 58 Sl 2udl dl eurdla, oAl
A Al AL 2512 dl Q1A ¥ G wel-AL 2 AU Wl
apRldl ¢ el wRll @A olaRldl Al dxRld Mo AU’ A
L3l ALV IywRAA A2] A gl A e il vl G o9l
a2 6L 23U 3t Y0 (3elAl ag--Al HAlemi B2gs oRld
4 e 9 A AB 534 5 2UUIRL UldlAl 5uSD 20 UYL
b dzdl DUHL A %32 YL ¥ Acldl Bl 5 AL ald
st edl H3Al B dzdl o MMl Yl dsdlsalil B,
Aui w52 oeRidl AL Wz, Yy dls WIR dl oL osdl
SUSL A ElEl SRAlAL AUMIA GRLL &AL DA g W2l
ulsla gl yasRlall 4 a5 Al sl 52l B, vl
Uogrl Uz 21 Yaulsdl Ul susi dAlR sal s HiAlAL Hiel
EUICL H2d sIM &d. &R¢5R4, (Mol Mg A AL
A1 ¥ dal du-Al Yeustd adl ded ulayl, vl w4
aosudl U QL WsIRAL susSl DO AA AdlAL A Aied
YRALHAL A 89U dL 2L %,

el B, HuA 21 GHR W8 a) oA Al Al FRAID 9 Al
QL WRL BL ¢ 2AHIZL Lol AL AR FAL I uSL 8L 9

o

“friendship towards the stranger” and “making do”.
Even a strict Brahmin adorned with the outward signs
of his religion who spends hours in rituals at home,
when climbing into an express bus, doesn’t stop to
question whether there is an untouchable in the bus
and whether he should get in. In a plane, a Jew
doesn’t object to a Pathan sitting next to him.

If travellers don’t come, all these activities will
stop. People working in the industry will lose their
jobs and the business owners will make a loss and
will be ruined. Australia has had a drought for the last
three years. On top of that, the prices of petrol have
doubled which has caused people to severely cut
back on travel. The result is that hotel and motel staff
have been laid off to protect a decreasing profit. Bus
companies are in trouble. Restaurants, -coffee
lounges and petrol stations have closed in towns
large and small.

This industry, called ‘hospitality industry’ or ‘tourist
industry’ depends entirely on your inclination to travel.
Without travellers, this business will be disrupted, will
be listless or even close, and hundreds — nay
thousands — will be without a livelihood. Some years
ago, in Australia when the old and prosperous airline
— Ansett Airlines — went bankrupt because of a lack of
passengers, thousands of people became jobless
overnight. Not only did they lose their jobs, they also
lost the money in the ‘super’ they had accumulated
over the years because that too was under the control
of the company. Along with that, hundreds of small
and large businesses also closed. There were many
people who had joined the company after schooling
and had no other experience. The banks foreclosed
the mortgages of people who couldn’t pay the
installments on their loans and they had to move out
of a large home into a friend’s garage. People who
had never put their hand out for anything were forced
to depend upon the charity of charitable organisation
like Salvation Army.
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If doing good to others, donating food and becoming the
source of someone’s livelihood are ways-of accumulating
merit, then you can do all these things in travel, long or
short. One can say that a short travel would accrue more
merit to you than spending a couple of hours doing
religious rrituals at home. The longer the trip, the greater
the accrued merit! Travel is an important means -of
accumulating. merit. Travel is the lifeblood of social
organisation.

With this and many similar thoughts, we made vigorous
preparations for our travel. We are Indians, moreover
Gujaratis, so we carry our culture with us and indeed
gather Gujarat around us. We look like carrying the whole
Gujarat with us. But how much Gujarat can we carry
between the two of us with a baggage allowance of 40 kg?
We decided to take only the necessary minimum clothes
and implements with us. Of course, this is easier said than
done, particularly for a Guijarati lady. As a man, if | have
two pairs of clothes and the shaving tackle with me, that’s
more than enough. | have done a lot of business travel with
a single small suitcase. But for Manju, organising clothes
for this travel was a big headache. To travel, to visit friends
and to meet and stay with relatives required carrying three
types of clothes — Western, Punjabi and Gujarati. And
toiletries and jewellery. All this within the limit of 20 kg.
Here, you must be bursting to tell me that these days,
airlines do allow a suitcase weighing up to 30 kg. | know.
But we had to think about our ability to carry such a heavy
suitcase!

It is in our nature not to arrive empty-handed when
visiting someone. This is a social custom to some extent. If
someone welcomes you with love and all you have is a
smile, it feels very awkward. One must have something in
the hand to offer! If what you take is particularly suitable for
the host, that's even better. Manju’s farsightedness was
very useful in this matter. We knew we would eventually
get to UK and USA. We knew we would eventually meet
certain people. So whenever we shopped in Australia,
India or elsewhere, Manju always had an eye on certain
things which she would buy as being suitable for a certain
person.
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Meghaduta of Kalidas (Editor: Dr.Gautam Patel)
Having crossed that river move on making yourself an
object of excitement in the eyes of the ladies of Dashapura
who are well-versed in the playful move ments of the
bushy eye-brows, whose variegated lustre flashes up due
to lifting uo of eye-lashes and which rivals the beauty of the
beespursuing the tossed Kunda flowers. (49)

Then with your shadow crossing the Brahmavartacountry
move on to the reach field of the Kurus attesting to the
destruction of Kshatriyas where the Gandiv-wielder Arjun
rained hundresds of piercing arrows on the faces of kings
as you on the lotuses with your showers of rains. (50)

To be continued: Two verses will be published in every issue.)




