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An innovative experiment is being done here
to promote the Gujarati literature in English.
Contributions from the readers will be printed in
English translated from Guijarati. Readers, lovers
of Gujarati, are invited to send creations with its
English translation.

Those who cannot read Gujarati will thus be
able to enjoy the Guijarati literature. It is hoped to
send a message that if they will learn to read
Gujarati then they can enjoy directly the
interesting and unlimited, rich Gujarati literature.

—Hon. Editor, Pravin Vaghani

WORLD TOUR
14 June 2006 to 30 September 2006
USA, Uk, Germany, India, Singapore
Pravin & Manjula Vaghani
(Part 3)

We went to the travel agent on 9" June, Friday, to
collect our tickets. We checked and verified all the dates
and made sure they were exactly as we wanted. The ticket
only shows the departure date and time; it does not show
the arrival date and time. That we have to check in the
itinerary prepared by the agent. The itinerary will show time
of arrival, flying time, meals, type of aircraft, etc. | have
learned sthe necessity of |checking these dates by
experience- (could  havesbeen bitter). Over two decades
ago, when 'there was no ‘discount warfare’ between
airlines, one could chose and change airlines to any
destination. Those days, for my business trip, | would
phone the agent only 3 to 4 days aheadand book the
ticket. Mostly A 'fly.out on Sunday to attend to the business
on-Monday morning. Also on Sunday, family and friends
can come tosairport. The ticket would be routinely collected
from the agent on Friday afternoon or sometimes he would
deliver at home.:Once my son Jayen was looking at such
ticket on Saturday afternoon, he asked'me, ‘Dad, when are
you going ?° ‘Tomorrow afternoon’ | replied.automatically,
puzzled in my mind, as this was already-discussed earlier.
‘But as/per this ticket, you are going on Monday evening !’
Startled | checked the ticket and found that he was right.
Now what to do ? The agent’s office was closed. The hotel
in Hong Kong was booked and appointments were made;
people will be waiting. | contacted the airline on their
emergency number. Luckily there was seat available on
Sunday night flight. In those days making such changes
was not difficult, These days, once you have paid for and
collected the discount fare ticket, such changes are difficult
to make or at times are costly. Even in this tour, we had
booked a side journey, New York to Raleigh on American
Airlines. Only two days after making this booking, we
realised we can go to Raleigh two days earlier. We phoned
the travel agent and told him of our wish. He inquired with
the American Airlines and then phoned us to say that if we
want to change the dates, we will have to pay 50% extra
fare. So, pay up or forget the change.

There is ‘Multiple Entry’ visa for India in our passport. We
showed that also to the agent and made sure everything is
in order. Normally if you tell the travel agent even on phone
that you have such a visa, he will accept your word and
issue the ticket. Although, the rule is that the travel agent
must personally verify that such a visa is stamped in the
passport, before issuing the ticket.
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However, if the travel agent makes the mistake and
issues the ticket without visa, ultimately the traveller will
have to suffer the consquences and pay the penalty.

Negligence about visa can cause great difficulties. The
holders of Australian Passport do not now require visa for
many countriers. But they do need visa for India. For the
convenience of NRI who are frequently visiting India, the
Indian Government issues five years and fifteen years
multiple entry visa so as to avoid the hessle of obtaining
visa for every visit. However, relaxing in the comfort zone
of ‘I have got long term visa’ people are likely to overlook to
check the expiry date and end up in chaos zone. Because
the rule is that you must have visa to cover the full stay in a
country.

To start with, if you do not have visa to cover the full
stay in India, the travel agent must not issue the ticket. If
out of negligence he issues the ticket, at the check-in
counter airline will refuse to give the boarding pass. If out
of negligence, a boarding pass is issued, the immigration
authority must stop you from leaving the country to that
destination. If out of negligence you pass through that, then
definitely “the Indian authority will not let you enter the
country and you will have to return back to Australia at your
expense. And if per chance you pass through that and
enjoy your stay in India, then at the time of returning they
may notice that you have overstayed your visa and in that
case you may be arrested and put into jail. As you pass
through more ‘doors of negligence’ you are adding more to
your troubles and expenses. You and only you are
responsible to obtain the required visa.

When we were in Dubai, it was ‘reported in the
newspaper that"about 39 Indian workers had landed in
Dubai_by an Airline. On verification, the autharity noticed
that they did: not have proper work permits (may be they
were fakes) and so were refused the entry into Dubai. They
all had come with ‘one-way ticket and many did ‘not even
have money~at all to buy a return ticket. The airline was
penalized for bringing them without checking their work
permits and forced.to.take them back to Delhi. The Indian
Government inturn.took action against the airline and also
the travel agent.

I"had once a discussion about this visa with a friend
who was then working in a senior position in' Indian Consul
General’'s office ini:Melbourne. In his words, ‘Pravin, our
people who /have ,come here are educated, smart and
intelligent, but you will be surprised to_knowthat every
month two-four cases come in which.people have tumbled
over this multiple entry visa. They do not check the expiry
date of visa and at'the eleventh our start running around
and add to already heavy workload of our office. Once a
friend phoned me about 10.00'pm-Saturday night from the
airport. His plane jwas to depart within two hours. His
multiple entry visa had expired a month ago and so
although he had a valid ticket he was refused to check in
by the airline. Tell me, how can | help in such a case ? He
believed that | carried the visa stamp in my pocket and
would come to the airport and stamp in his passport. In
reality, every visa has to be sanctioned by the Indian High
Commissioners office in Canberra, after proper verification
and security check. We cannot issue any visa without their
permission.’

We needed vegetarian meal and this must be registered
with the airline otherwise you could go hungry on a long
flight. Do you know what is a ‘vegetarian meal’ What is
included and what is not included in a ‘vegetarian meal’ ?
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IT's ALL FOOD INSIDE. .., WE GOT To HAVE THESE MANY -
CARRY-ONs . AIRLINE DOES N'T SERVE FooD IN THE
PLANE ANY MORE. WE NOT GOING To STARVE FIR
FOUR HOURS IN THE PLANE !
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There must be plenty of passengers asking for vegetarian
meal on every airline flight. But IATA has not yet developed
any common code for a vegetarian meal which would be
understood by everyone. In| past over forty years | have
traveled on many airlines. (My first plane journey was on
Caravel plane from Madras to Bombay. This plane’s wing
span was so long that people used to go to airport just to
see it.) Every airline has a different.understanding about a
vegetarian meal so what you will get for a vegetarian meal
is beyond imagination. Once | was given.just salad and
juice; the acecompanying piece of paper listed what was in
the ‘salad” — carrot, cucumber, capsicum, alive, lettuce,
rocket’leaf. - with the inote ‘no dairy products’ — no milk,
bread, "butter,s.cheese or biscuit. Flying on Japan airlines
from Hong.Kong to Tokyo, fish was included lin. my veg
meal. When objected, it was explained ‘only_beef and pork
are considered non-veg in Japan.’ In Kerala.and Bengal
also you may get similar experience. There.many houses
have a pond/in the backyard in which they raise fish. For
them fish is just' a ‘kind of a vegetable.” Once the travel
agent advised me to ask for a ‘Hindu meal’ so the dairy
products may be'included. But then on one sector Air India
gave me chicken meal. Punjabis don’t'eat beef or pork — so
they said = therefore chicken is alright for a. Hindu meal.
Once traveling on Malaysian airline | noticed that they had
seven different types of ‘special’meals’ There are many
Gujaratis in Dubai and many of them are Jains. So on that
route, not only youlget a good vegetarian meal but you can
get a ‘Jain meal also if asked for. In Dubai, a strictly
muslim country, i there are. . ‘many ‘pure vegetarian’
restaurants and they all serve Jain meals as well. There is
a ‘Haji Ali’ restaurant, three branches, which is popular with
Gujaratis; it is owned and run by muslims but is ‘pure
vegetarian’.

But my most astonishing experience was on an evening
train, Black Diamond Express, traveling from Dhanbad to
Calcutta. Will you tell me weather ‘onion’ is vegetable or a
non-veg item ? Of course Jains don’t eat it and the
Vaishnavs and Swaminarayan followers give it up after
certain age. On this train there was a dining car at that
time. | ordered a vegetarian meal. When the ‘thali’ came |
note there was no onion. | usually like some onion with my
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evening meal. So | asked the waiter to bring some onion.
On the table near me a Bengali was eating a meal and
there was onion in his thali, so there was no question of
onion being not available. The waiter returned after a few
minutes, without onion, and said, ‘ the manager says onion
cannot be served with vegetarian meal.” Once flying on
Alitalia from Singapore to Rome, | thought | was served a
perfect vegetarian meal of my choice. Chhole, rice,
puneer-mutter, puri, papad, achar, yogurt, salad, fruit,
everything was there. Delighted | put first morsel in my
mouth and felt that there was fire in my mouth. | drank the
whole bottle of water. | called the hostess and returned the
meal. A short time later, the captain, an ltalian, came with
a plate in his hand and politely said to me, 'Sir, you are
right, such a spicy hot meal is not fit for human
consumption. Please accept my apology. | am also a
vegetarian and here | have an ltalian vegetarian meal,
spaghetti-with veges, which was prepared for me. If you
don’t mind, “please, accept it Well, after multiple
experiences, having grown old, feeling less hunger, having
meditated and said manyitimes in prayer, ‘O Lord Krishna,
give me the strength to accept and tolerate what | cannot
change’ | have learned to accept and enjoy whatever meal
is available. The other alternative is to carry a tiffin on
plane as suggested in cartoon' by Shri Mahendra Shah of
USA. So when we told the travel agent that as usual we
want vegetarian meals, he said smiling, ‘I will try, but
American airlines are notorious about. meals.’. May be
another travel-food experience was waiting for us.

When-the travel agent told:us that we are each allowed
to.carry'two suitcasesy'we could not believe our ears. But
he, showed'us"in the ticket that 2 pc’ is written on each
line. That"means each passenger is allowed to carry two
check-in suitcases, but the restriction was' that each
suitcase must not weigh more than 50 pounds or 23 kilos
(in. America, british-measures of pounds and miles are
used). If heavierthan 50 Ibs. then excess baggage charge
US$20.00 per suitcase will apply.

Until mow we were used to stuff up to 28-30 kgs in one
suitcase and accordingly two suitcases:were ready. In the
last lap of the journey we were to spend some time in India
and thereswere many things in the“house-that we could
take to India. Now that we had the oppeortunity we prepared
two.more suit cases and filled them up. But of course, now
we had to take out.some items from the previous suitcases
and rearrange everything. We virtually packed suitcases
keeping them on the weighing. scale to ensure none of it
weighed more than 23 kgs. This was easier said than
done. Because /limiting the weight to 23 KG, left some
empty space in each and there was temptation to put an
extra item. This labour-and accuracy really paid off. At the
check-in counter at the airport, the clerk was pleased that
all our suitcases weighed within limit, whereas the
customer before us had just 2 extra kg and had to open the
suitcase then and there and remove a few things to avoid
paying excess baggage charge.

Over two decades ago, when airlines were not very
strict about hand-luggage, many passengers used to carry
as much as 20-25 kg worth of hand luggage. In Delhi and
Bombay airports, sometimes | had noticed that the staff
there would let go white people but they would insist on
weighing the hand-luggage of an NRI and take pleasure in
charging him/her for excess baggage, perhaps out of
jealousy and saying in their mind, ‘salaa, bahot paisa
kamaya hai.’.

(To be continued)
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Meghaduta of Kalidas (Editor: Dr.Gautam Patel)

O gentle cloud, having tasted the waters of Saraswati you
will be purified inwardly without a change in your dark
colour. The waters were tasted by Balaram, who out of
love for his kinsmenabstained from war, giving up liquor
whose flavour was so pleasing to him and which reflected
Ravati’s eyes. (51)

Afterwards procede to Jahru's daughter Ganga,
descending from the Himalayas near Kanakhala which
served as a ladder to heaven for Sagar's sons, who
ironically, smiling at the knitted eye-brows of Parvti seizes
the matted hair of Lord Shiv with her hands like waves
reaching out to the moon. (52) April 07
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