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What the [eminisis want of me is something
they haven't examined because it comes from religion.
They want me to bear witness. What they would really
like me to say is, 'Ha, sisters, | stand with vou side by
side i your struggle toward the golden dawn where all
those heastly men are no more.' Do they really want
people to make oversimplified statements about men
and women? In fact, they do. I've come with great
regret to this conclusion.

— Doris Lessing
The New York Times, 25 July 1982
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Solitude

= Ella Wheeler Wilcox
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LAUGH, and the world layghs with vou;
Weep, and you weep alone.

For the sad old earth must borvow its mirth,

But has trowble enough of it’s own.

Sing, and the hills will ansiwer;
Stgh, 1t i5 fost on the arr.

The echoes bornd to a jovf 1l sornd,
Bt sHrink from voicing care.

Regoice, and men will seek you;

Grieve, and they turn and go.

They want full measwre of all your pleasure,
Ful they do not need your wee.

Fe glad, and vour friends are many;

Fe sad, a m!'_;}.-w fose them alf. '

There are none to décline your nectared
wine, But alone vou must drink (1fe’s gaiil.

Feast, and vour halls are cvovded;
Fast, and the world goes by.

Suceeed and give, and it helps you (ne,
Fut ne man can felp you die.

There is room in the halls of pleasure

For a long and lovdly train,

Rt one by one we must alf fite on
Through the narrvow aisfes of pain.
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